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i |ntroduction

SPa]ding Farislﬂ Cl’}urclﬁ of Englancl Dag School believes that as a Church
School, Religious [~ ducation is at the heart of all that we do. T his Policg outlines
the teaching, organisation and management of Ke]igious [~ ducation at Spalding

Farish Church of Eng[and Day Sclﬁoo!. ]t reflects the consensus of oPinion of
the whole teaching staff and has the support and agreement of the Goveming

Bodg.

The imPlementation of this Po]icg is the responsibilitg of all members of staff.
2 Alims and objcctivcs

The aims of religious education are to hclp children:

° develoP an awareness of sPiritual and moral issues in life exPeriences.

° develoP knowledge and unclers’cancling of Christianity and other major
world rcligions and value systems found in Pritain.

° develoP an unclers’canding of what it means to be committed to a religious
tradition.

e be able to reflect on their own expcrienccs and to dcvclop a Pcrsonal
response to the fundamental ques’cions of life.

° cleveloP an unclerstancling of religious traditions and to aPPrecia’ce the
cultural differences in society todag.

L devclop investigative and research skills and enable them to make
rcasonedju&gements about rcligious issues.

e have respect for other Pcop]cs’ views and to celebrate the divcrsitg in
society.

° cleveloP a sense of iclen’citg and belonging, PreParing them for life as citizens
ina Pluraiistic society.

° rmqéct, analﬂsc and evaluate their bc!icgs, values and Practiccs and
communicate them to others.

e consider questions of meaning and purpose of life.
3 The lcgal Position of rc]igious education

Our school curriculum for re]igious education meets the requirements of the
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1988 [  ducation Reform Act (FRA). The FRA stipulatcs that religious

education is comPulsor9 for all chilclren, inc]uclir\g those in the Foundation Stage

2 classes W}“IO are ICSS ’chan {:iVC 3681‘5 Old

The F'RA allows parents to withdraw their child from stuclying re!igious education
if they S0 wish, a]though this should onlg be done once the parents have given
written notice to the school governors tlﬁrough the [Head T eacher. The T RA
also allows teachers to refuse to teach religious education, but on]9 after t}ﬂeg have

given due notice of their intention to the school governors.

The religious education curriculum forms an impor’cant part of our school’s
sPiritual, mora], social and cultural teaching. l‘c also Promotes education for
citizenslﬂip. QOur school Rcligious I~ ducation curriculum is based on the
Lincolnslﬂire L As Agrcccl Sgnabus and it meets the rcquircmcnts set out in that
document. Thc T RA states that the Re]igious [~ ducation sg“abus should reflect
the fact that the re]igious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, and
that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and Practiccs of

other major religions.
4+ Lcarning and Tcaching

We base our teac%ing of Re]igious [~ ducation on the key PrinciPle that gooc]
teaching in Religious Education allows children both to learn about rc]igious
traditions and to reflect on what the réligious ideas and concepts mean to them.
Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and Promotes
their 5Piritual growtl‘x and devc]opment. We encourage children to think about their
own views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the Rcligious

[~ ducation curriculum.

Our tcaching stg]cs in Kc]igious E_clucation enable children to build on their own
exPeriences and extend their knowlec}ge and unders’canding of re]igious traditions.
We use their experiences of rcligious festivals such as [~ aster, Diwali, and
Fassover, for cxamp]e to cleveloP their religious thinking We organize visits to local

P]aces of wors}viP and invite representatives of local rcligious groups into Spalding

Farish Clﬂurcl—\ of Englanc] Dag 5(:}1001.
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(Children research religious toPics, studging Particular re]igious faiths and
comParing the re]igious views of different faith groups on toPics such as rites of

passage and festivals.

We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children onidelg
cligering abi]ities, and so we Provicle suitable ieaming oPPortunities for all
children bg matching the cha”enge of the task to the abi]itg of the child. We

achieve thisina variety of ways, bgj for examp]e:

® setting common tasks which are opemenclccl and can have a variety of
responses.

® setting tasks of differentiated clhclcicu]tg, both for individual and group work.

° Providing resources of different comp!exitg, adaptcd to the abilitg of the
child.

° using classroom assistants to suPPor’c the work of individuals or groups of

children.

5 Curriculum Planning in rcligious education

We Plan our religious education curriculum in accordance with the | incolnshire
LA’S Agreecl Sgllabus. We ensure that the toPics studied in religious education
build upon Prior lcarning. We offer oPPortunities for children of all abilities to
clevclop their skills and know]sdgc in each unit, and we ensure that the Planncd
Progrcssion built into the scheme of worl(, outlined in the agrccd Lincolnshirc
LA’S sg”abus, offers the children increasing clﬁa”enge as theg move tlﬁrough the

SCI’IOOI.

Curriculum Planning in re]igious education is carried out in three Phases (long~
term, medium-term and short—tcrm). The long—tcrm P]an maps the re!igious
education topics studied in each term during each kcg stage. T}‘vc Rcligious
" ducation subjec’c leader works in conjunction with the Serior Lcaclership T eam

to create the long-term lan, disseminating the material to teaching colleagues.
S P S 2 g

Medium-term Plans give details of each unit of work for each term.
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T he class teacher writes the short-term P]ans for ecach lesson and lists the sPechCic

]earning objectivcs and success criteria for that lesson.
6 Foundation Stagc

Religious education is taught to all children in the schoo], incluc{ing those in the
Foundation 5tagc. Re]igious education is an integral part of topic work covered
cluring the year in Foundation Stagc classes. | he re]igious education aspects of
the children’s work are related to the objec’cives set out in the Early Years
Foundation 5tage documentation.

7 Contribution of rcligious education to the tcaching of other subjccts
English

Religious education contributes signhcican’cly to the teaching of Engiish at
Spa]c]irxg Parish (hurch of England Day School ]39 activciy Promoting the skills
of reacling, writing, sPeaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in

Li’ceracg have religious themes or content which encourages discussion.
|nformation and communication tcchnologg 1Cn

]CT is and where aPProPriate, in religious education togctlﬂér with
videos/IDVDs and as a research tool.

Personal, social, health and citizcnship education (FSHCE)

Througlﬁ religious education ]essons) children are taught about the values and
moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of bchaviour, for cxamp]e, discussion
of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education are undertaken. \/alues and
attitudes required for citizenship ina democracg are Promotcc{ }39 teaching respect
for others and the need for Persona] resPonsibilitg. Bg Promotirxg tolerance and
unclerstanding of other PCOP]C, we enable children to aPPreciate what it means to

be Positive members of our Pluralistic societg.
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SPiritual, moral, social and cultural clcvcloPmcnt

(Children consider and resPond to qucstions concerning the meaning and purpose
of lhce, cleveloPing sPiritua] awareness. Chilc{ren are nelpec{ to recognise the
difference between rignt and wrong tnrougn the stuclg of moral and ethical
qucstions. Social &evc!opment is enhanced bg a”owing children to build a sense of
identitg in a multicultural society. (Children explore issues of religious faith and
values and, in so c{oing, ’cheg develop their know!edge and understanding of the

cultural context of their own lives.
8 Tcaching rcligious education to children with 5Pccial educational needs

When teaching Re]igious I~ ducation, ]earning opportunitics are Providecl to match
to the needs of children with ]earning difficulties. Targets set for individual
children in their lndividua] Education Flans (]EFS) are taken into account.

9 Assessment and rccording

Children’s work in rc]igious education is assessed ]39 making imcormaljuclgcmcnts
via observations. Work is marked once it has been ComPletecl and aPProPriate
targe’ced comments are made. At the end of each academic year a summary
judgement about the work of each Pupi] in relation to the 8 levels of attainment set
out in the Lincolnsl’ﬁr@ Religious Education sg”abus is made. To ensure

Progression this is Passed onto the child’s next teacher.
o Kcsourccs

Suitable resources are Purchased to ensure the rc]igious Education modules can
be tauglﬁt. Resources for rc]igious education are stored ccntra”y in a box of
equipment for each re]igion for each Key Stagc A set of bibles for each Keg
Stage, and a collection of religious artefacts which are used to enrich teacning in
re]igious education are also available. Tne school librarg has a goocl suPPlH of
Religious I~ ducation toPic books, and catalogues are available for staff to choose
other resources. Computer software has been installed to suPPor’c the teacning of
Keligious E_clucation.
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it Monitoring and review

The Religious [” ducation subjcct leader is resPonsib]e for monitoring the
standards of the children’s work and the qualitg of the lcarning and teaching in

re]igious education.
S/heis also responsib]c for:

. suPPor’cing co”eagues in the teaching of religious education.
o for being informed about current dcvclopmcnts inthe subject.

o for Providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.

The Rc]igious [~ ducation subject leader should present the governing body with
a report which evaluates the streng’chs and weaknesses in the subject and indicates
areas for further imProvemen’c annuallg. The Head Teacher) (Governors and

staff are Fu”y committed to Continuing Prochsional develoPmen’c.

]t is the role of the subject leader to undertake lesson obsewations, listen to the

Pupil voice and scrutinize work and P]anning.
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